


WIRE CADDY™
Storage and Retrieval of Guide Wires

CAUTION: Federal law (USA) restricts this
device to sale by or on the order of a physician.

Components
(1) 9.8 ft. [300 cm] Wire Caddy Kit
(4) Towel Clamps
Description
The Wire Caddy (the caddy) is a single use
disposable device that consists of a grated
funnel attached to a flexible tube with a vented
plug on the tube’s distal end.

Intended Use
The caddy is intended for use in the storage and
retrieval of guide wires up to 9.8 ft. [300 cm] in
length.  The caddy is recommended for guide
wires of 0.018 to 0.038 inches [0.05 to 0.10 cm]
in diameter.

User/Patient Safety

WARNINGS:

• Read and understand the information in
these instructions.  Familiarization with
these instructions prior to use is important.

• Single patient use only.  DO NOT reuse or
re-sterilize.  Sterile only if package is
unopened and undamaged.

• Because procedures for the insertion of
guide wires may vary, decisions regarding
verification of the proper setup should be
made by the physician on a case-by-case
basis.

• Follow current local regulations directing the
safe handling and disposal of materials that
may be a potential biohazard.

1 Orient and Secure Wire Caddy

CAUTION: To avoid damaging the guide
wires, sufficiently elevate the funnel to
prevent spillage of the hydrating fluid from
the grating.

NOTE:  All of the components (funnel,
tubing, drape and towel clamps) in the
package are sterile.

1. Using sterile technique, remove the
components from the sterile packaging and
inspect the components for any visible
damage.

2. Position the funnel for optimal access to the
guide wires and patient insertion site (see
figure 1).

3. Secure the tubing by using the towel clamps
to cinch the drapes around the tubing in four
places (see figure 1).

4. Use a towel (or other means) to sufficiently
elevate the funnel in its operating position to
prevent spillage of the hydrating fluid (see
figure 2).

5. Ensure the tubing has no kinks that might
impede a guide wire’s passage through the
tubing.

Figure 1. Orient and Secure Wire Caddy

Figure 3. Push End Plug to Seal Tubing

2 Hydrate Wire Caddy

1. Before inserting guide wires, carefully fill the
caddy with 400 to 600 cc of hydrating fluid
(for example, sterile saline).  Once filled, a
slight trickle of fluid will flow from the distal
end plug to allow for the purging of air.

2. Push the end plug into the tubing to seal the
distal end and prevent further leakage (see
figure 3).

3. Before inserting guide wires into the caddy,
ensure:
• the funnel is elevated and positioned

properly,
• the tubing is secure and not kinked,
• the caddy is filled with hydrating fluid,
• and the distal plug is fully seated and

not leaking.

3 Insert and Use Guide Wires

NOTES:
• Use a system for distinguishing between

guide wires.
• DO NOT push the guide wires too far into

the caddy.  If a wire falls inside the funnel
grating, disconnect the grating from the
funnel and retrieve the guide wire.

• DO NOT over elevate the funnel of the
caddy (see figure 4).

4 Dispose of Wire Caddy with Guide
Wires

• Follow current local regulations directing the
safe handling and disposal of materials that
may be a potential biohazard.

Figure 4. DO NOT Over Elevate the Funnel

1. Insert the stiff (proximal) end of the guide
wires through the grating of the caddy until a
sufficient length of the floppy (distal) end is
protruding from the grating.

2. Using an appropriate wire wipe, wet the
protruding portion of the wire prior to use
and subsequent reuse in case this portion of
the wire has become dry.

3. In standard fashion, advance a guide wire
into a catheter with the stiff (proximal) end
contained in the caddy.

4. When removing a wire from a catheter, pass
it directly back into the caddy as required.

US Patents:  6,047,825; 6,375,006 
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Figure 2. Elevate Funnel
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